The Gothic Novel – Themes
	Good and Evil
	Mystery
	Fear and Dread

	Expect strong contrasts between good and evil.
	There is likely to be a mystery that needs to be solved.  This can be anything from a secret room to a puzzle that is ongoing with clue after clue being revealed.


	Someone, somewhere in the story, will be living in fear.

	The Supernatural
	Justice
	Revenge

	Anything which does not “obey the laws of nature”.  It can be something in human form, like a ghost or a statue that comes to life.  Or an object such as a sword or a book.


	A wrong being righted.

A crime was committed and the person who did the wrong action did not “pay for their crime”.
	Repayment for a wrong that has been done, sometimes recently but oftrn in the past.  The person who is targeted is often not the person who committed the original crime.

	The Sublime
	Darkness
	The Extras

	The greatness and power of God, of Nature and Life.

Something that we can view and feel awe, be terrified by its power or something that is beautiful and takes our breath away.

It is about knowing your place in the world we live in and appreciating all that life and our environment has to offer us.

Do we fully understand what it really means to be human and live in this wonderful world?
	Appreciating that  all human beings have a “dark side” that we all have the potential to commit evil.

Most people will fight to overcome this side of human nature.

However, someone, somewhere in the story will be committing acts that can only be decribed as evil.
	Every Gothic novel will also have additional themes as well.  The sort of themese that you have found in all the other books, plays and poems you have read.

So you need to look for the additional themes that are part of your story.

Love, greed, violence etc.

	BEWARE

Things are not always what they seem to be at first.

Someone who appears to be the hero may turn out to be the villain.

The hero may be both loving and brutal.

A ghost may bring help as well as creating the emotions of fear and terror.

Words for this are AMBIGUITY and AMBIVALENCE


	Gothic Characters – Heroes – or are they Villains?



	Heroes are often AMBIVALENT characters. (You can both love them and hate them!)

They are not “all good” and not “all bad”; they are a mixture of both.

However, the good and bad are often on the extremes of the behaviourscale.

These heroes can either pretend to be a hero, but are really a villian OR the mixure of good and bad in their characters make them attractive to the reader.
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	Byronic Hero/Villian
	Promethean Hero/Villian
	Satanic Hero/Villian

	Lord Byron was a famous poet who was an enormously popular celebrity in his lifetime.  Today he would feature in every gossip column.  He was good looking, sexy (he had endless affairs) and did things to extremes.  He was called “mad, bad, and dangerous to know”.


	Prometheus was a legendary Greek character.  He stole fire from the Gods and saved mankind from the King of the Gods – Zeus, who wanted to keep mankind in perpetual slavery.

He was chained up and confined as a punishment.
	Originated from The Devil in Milton’s epic poem “Paradise Lost”.  He was seen as a much more interesting character than God!

	Fatally attractive to women.  Aristocratic, moody, suave, secretive, solitary, brilliant, handsome, sexually intriguing (every woman wants him to ask her to go to bed with him!).

He may have a hidden secret that will gradually be revealed as we read more and more of the story.
	This hero does good, but only in a rebellious way or by committing a crime or showing sinful behaviour.

There will still be “chains” around him.  He will have his actions curtailed in some way.  Other characters will not recognise is heroic actions.  He will be minunderstood.


	This man’s evil deeds and his excuses for committing them make him seem more attractive than the conventional “good guy”.



	These heroes are complex characters.  They may be of just one type or a mixture of them.  They may be redeemed (perhaps by the love of a good woman) and change.  Some people categorise them as anti-heroes where they obviously do not have the characteristics we expect heroes to have.
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	The heroine
	The Unrelialble Narrator
	A powerful male figure

	The heroine is invariably needing rescuing in some way.  She is unable to solve her problems herself.  She is too weak and generally powerless.  She will need help from the hero
	The person who tells the story.  You have to remember that he is telling the story from his own understanding of what is happening – he is not always aware of the full facts.


	He generally has power over the heroine.  He may be a tyrannical father or guardian.  He stands in the way of the heroine’s happiness.
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	The Outsider
	

	
	The classic outsider is Frankenstein.

Found on the edge of society, in lonely places.  Subject to overwhelming emotions – a powerful person for whom the everyday rules of life are not for them.

An outsider who will never be a part of society.  No one will love them.  People will never seek out their company.

“The Mark of Cain” is on them!


	


